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Introduction

Business ethics are the guiding principles that control business morals in their operation. All business segments including social media, automobile, advertising and banking, and investment, are subject to a set code of ethics to ensure acceptable business practices that safeguard investor interest and consumer safety. The automobile industry has found itself surrounded by unethical practices leading to controversies due to non-commitment to set standards. We have seen substandard automation components lead to unwarranted accidents on our roads, raising safety concerns on automobile automation aspects. The geographical tracking system in automobiles has raised concerns on consumers' right to hide or disclose their location in real-time. Essentially, unethical practices in the automobile industry are highly related to profit maximization at the expense of stakeholders' environmental safety and interest. As one of the high-income-generating initiatives, it has evolved due to climate changes resulting from global warming. Countries legislate on gas emission levels and promote a shift to electric vehicles and a green economy to reduce fossil fuel use fuel. However, the industry has faced various unethical practices, such as Volkswagen's use of software that would fraudulently meet emission tests for cars that use diesel but emit a higher level of gases in actual driving, which is against the agency responsible for environmental protection in US  (Voelcker, 2015).
Question 1: Analyze and discuss the ethical problem of this case study. (30 marks)

The manager instructs we deliberately design and install a controller so that any car we manufacture passes gas emission tests by notifying the engine to switch to safe mode during a test but revert to normal operation mode after the trial, which is an unethical practice. While in safe mode, the car will run a low power against our automobile products' customer expectations. This is due to the United States' new environmental law that standardizes gas emission levels for all automobiles. However, as the person responsible for developing diesel engines and having fine lead tuning of development of optimal millage engines am surprised by the manager's idea. Ethics requires a high level of honesty in automobile devices' manufacture to guarantee consumers' safety and environment for a sustainable economy. More so, doing it knowingly is acting against business ethics principles.

The instructions raise various ethical issues in the manufacturing industry. From honesty of industry captains as they pursue profitability to rationality of production engineers. The manager is focused on company success while the government aims to protect the environment for the safety of all citizens and the world. The employee has to deal with his senior's instructions carefully. The manager intends to defeat the emission testing system and maintain company revenue which shows a lack of concern about other stakeholders. Issues of fading business ethics, conformity to authority, and bounded ethicality. Ethical issues of personal responsibility for socio-technical that underlies technology for good engineering outcomes. Virtue ethics is being flouted through the production of faulty cars depicted as gas emission compliant.
Question 2: Do you think you should implement your manager’s instructions? Discuss. (30 marks)
Professionally no, politely inform my manager why we should follow what the law codes and regulations provide to avoid severe consequences of unethical business practices. Utilitarianism states that unethical practice results may be extreme, affecting most stakeholders badly (Thamal De Silva, 2020). Such action may lead to loss of company share value if listed, loss of market share, financial compensation claims, and class action, and jail terms for executives. I should as well act according to my values and principles as technology professionals. Therefore I should promote internal environmental conservation practices through my employer instead of waiting to be reprimanded by state regulators. Staying true to my moral beliefs will safeguard the interest of the company and my professional standing.

Question 3: As a Technology Professional, what would be your course of action(s)? (40 marks)
Write to line manager a list of automobile practices that require a particular code of conduct to be adhered to, such as manufacture, development, design and sale, and after-sales services. I will request the manager to initiate a team to design cars that meet gas emission levels within the shortest time possible for future profit maximization in a sustainable manner as we safeguard all stakeholders' interests and achieve community social duty of environmental safety. This will enhance customers' loyalty, skyrocket company value and make our company a thought leader in the automobile industry. Providing data on how such unethical cases have negatively impacted businesses and manufacturing companies will convince my manager to change tact and implement feasible and acceptable manufacturing activities. If my manager is reluctant, I will stay put and consistent to avoid such unethical instructions in the future. I will challenge cautiously as I document every correspondence if the company decides to lay me off but never share the information with anyone to avoid backlash. Any bullish action on me will not cow me into submission in any unethical deal as a technical professional.
Conclusion
The automobile industry has been surrounded by various controversies involving the manufacture of substandard products to circumvent legal requirements that are sometimes costly to achieve and eat of profitability. However, employees should encourage their bosses to support ethical methods of meeting all product requirements. Managers should learn to use alternatives to achieve business interests by upholding all principles of business ethics. Industries can approach the government to discuss how they can jointly implement requirements without crumbling industries.
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